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Overfalls Foundation Maritime Scholarship
The Overfalls Foundation operates and maintains the Lightship Overfalls – a National Historic Landmark, the Overfalls Lightship Museum, and the Monomoy surf boat. You may know us as the Big Red Ship on the canal in Lewes DE. 
Lightships played a major role in passenger and merchant maritime safety serving as navigational aids to finding the way into and out of harbors and warning of underwater hazards. Only 8 of the 179 built in the US remain as museums. The Lightship Overfalls is an important part of Lewes and Delaware Bay history protecting ships from the Overfalls shoals at the mouth of the Delaware Bay.  
Our mission is to preserve, honor, and promote the legacy of U.S. lightships and their sailors as well as the maritime history of our community through the preservation of the Lightship Overfalls (LV-118) and its collection of maritime artifacts. We perform this mission through education, special events, and maintenance of our assets.
Scholarship Criteria
The Overfalls Foundation awards two $2,500 scholarships to deserving Sussex County High School Seniors who, upon graduation, pursue a college degree in the study of maritime sciences.  This includes all fields related to the sea.  Examples include but are not limited to commercial and military seaborne travel, navigation, seaborne shipping and commerce, ship design and construction, maritime law, and ocean environmental studies. Applicants will be judged on academic achievement, leadership, character, and service - with special consideration given to those who have volunteered with the Overfalls Foundation.
Application and Timeline
Applications need to have the following submitted no later than Friday, 20 March 2026:
1. A completed application form;
2. Two teacher recommendations (these are to be submitted directly by the teacher or your school guidance counselor);
3. A copy of your high school transcript;
4. A copy of your acceptance letter from the college you plan to attend along with a copy of your letter back to the school indicating your intent to attend this school; and,
5. An applicant’s essay of approximately 500 words addressing:
a. Why you want to attend college;
b. What field of maritime science you plan to study and what you want to do professionally once you graduate from college;
c. How your experiences in extra-curricular/volunteer/service activities and/or leadership positions held in school/community/work have helped you in your decision to further your education; and, 
d. Why you believe you would be a worthy candidate for this scholarship.


Overfalls Foundation Maritime Scholarship 
Application Form


	Applicant

	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Street Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Phone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	E-mail Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Date of Birth
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Parent or Guardian
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Phone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	E-mail Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.



	Name of School You Will Be Attending 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Major Field of Study
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date of First Semester
	Click or tap here to enter text.



	Your High School Extra-Curricular/ Volunteer/Service Activities

	Activity
	Leadership Role
	Description of Leadership Role

	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐	Click or tap here to enter text.



I attest that the following application information is true and accurate. I understand that any false information provided herein can result in the disqualification of my application or the revocation of the scholarship.

_______________________________________		_____________________
				Signature						    Date	



Overfalls Foundation Maritime Scholarship
Teacher Recommendation

Submit this form directly to the Overfalls Foundation, per the instructions shown below, no later than Friday, 20 March 2026.

			Student’s Name:   Click or tap here to enter text.

			Teacher’s Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.


Numeric Evaluation - Rate student for each of the following attributes (1=Low 5=High)

	Attribute
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Strong Study Skills
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Work Cooperatively
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Leadership Potential
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Positive Attitude
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐



Provide your recommendation addressing why this applicant would be a good candidate for the Overfalls Foundation Maritime Scholarship.

Click or tap here to enter text.





                                                                                                       
Thank You!
Applications should be sent to:  Overfalls Scholarship PO Box 413, Lewes DE 19958
Or they may be scanned and emailed to: Scholarship@Overfalls.Org
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